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-Y  BILL  LEININGER 

Approximately  70  persons  gathered  at 
the  Montana  State  Prison  Library  during  the 
evening  of  November  1st  to  honor  the  first 
anniversary  of  the  prison  Blind  Recording 
Program. 

Honored  guests  included  members  of  the 
state  House  of  Representatives,  state 
library  and  prison  officials.  The 
representatives  were  William  Menahan 
(Appropriations,  Legislative  Administration 
(Ch.)  committees),  Bud  Campbell  (State 
Administration,  Human  Services  and  Aging, 
Highway  and  Transportation  committees), 
Steve  Waldron  (Appropriations,  Human 
Services  and  Aging  committees)  and  Budd 
Gould  (Judiciary,  Human  Services  and  Aging 
committees) . 

It  was  Rep.  Gould,  who  is  blind,  in 
1979  first  conceived  the  ilea  of  doing  the 
recordings  for  the  blind  and  physically 
handicapped  as  a  project  for  the  inmates  at 
the  prison.  The  project  has  been  a  success 
with  12  inmates  employed  full  time.  To  date 
11  books  and  four  issues  of  the  magazine 
"Montana:  Western  History"  has  been  taped. 
Inmate  Monte  Boston,  project  manager  and 
principal  speaker  at  the  dinner,  said  it 
well  when  he  stated,  "The  project  is 
something  very  positive  in  a  negative 
environment ." 

Among  those  giving  brief  remarks  were 
Sara  Parker,  State  Librarian;  Darlene 
Tiensvold,  supervisor  of  th"  Blind  and 
Physically  handicapped  Services;  and  Sheena 


LaMere,  Volunteer  Coordinator  and  laison 
between  library  at  Helena  and  the  crew  at 
the  prison.  Andy  Robinson,  representing 
Lions  International  who  is  one  of  the  large 
backers  of  the  program,  praised  the  work  of 
the  MSP  inmates  working  the  Sound  Booth. 

Master  of  ceremonies  and  program 
supervisor  at  the  prison  Dave  Beatty 
introduced  the  dozen  inmates  employed  on 
the  program  and  emphasized  the  quality  of 
the  work  being  done  and  their  ability  to 
work  together.  Boston  cited  the  work  of 
Linda  Brander,  formerly  with  the  Montana 
State  Library,  and  Sheena  LaMere  as  the 
original  ramrods  in  getting  the  Sound  Booth 
program  at  MSP  into  operation. 

In  his  talk,  Boston  expressed 
appreciation  to  all  concerned  who  had 
played  a  part  in  making  the  project 
possible  and  a  continued  success.  He  also 
expressed  concern  with  the  cor. 
separation  of  the  Close  and  Letter  un i • - 
and  the  hope  of  the  prison  inmates  that  i 
second  sound  booth  and  program  could  be 
established  in  the  new  support  buildir.a 
library.  It  was  this  thought  that  permeate! 
the  conversations  throuahtout  tne  evening. 
\  this  story  goes  to  press  it  is  safe  to 
say  '.  tat,  from  all  indications,  the  se. 
booth  will  be  funded  and  built. 

A  staff   from  the  MSP  Food  service 
prepared  and  served  the  dinner  honoring  I 
Blind    Recording     Program's        rst 
anniversary  and  or  a  scale  of  one— Lo-t  >n 
was  straight   tons  ncross   the   board. 
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(The  following  letter  was  received 
from  State  Senator  Bill  Norman,  Missoula) 


BY  BILL  LEININGER 

Here's   wishing 
everything   in   1986 
inflation. 


you   the  best  of 
-   adjusted   for 


Otis  Thrasher: 

Read  Your  article  in  the  Siberian 
Express.  It's  OK.  No  reference  to  morals  in 
the  piece,  though.  Now  morals  doesn't  mean 
Preachy,  Goody-Two-Shoes,  lecturing.  Rather 
it  means  family,  personal  responsibility, 
personal  integrity,  and  self  understanding. 

In  the  1930's  there  may  have  been  less 
crime.  Who  knows?  But  there  were  moral 
standards  which  people  were  suppose  to 
meet.  Now  it's  do  your  own  thing. 

The  cons  aren't  to  blame  for  lack  of 
adherence  to  moral  standards.  They  are  all 
locked  up.  It's  society  itself  which  is  not 
conforming  to  the  standards. 

So  we  keep  forming  committees  and 
pumping  money  into  "reform"  programs  -  as 
we  must.  But  nothing  much  happens;  things 
get  worse. 

So  with  each  murder  in  Missoula,  the 
public  becomes  more  enraged.  They  sai  it's 
the  criminal's  fault.  And  it  is.  But  also, 
and  more  importantly,  it  is  the  general 
decay  of  moral  standards  which  society 
itself  tolerates  and  encourages. 

We  will  keep  funding  "social  programs" 
and  again,  we  should.  But  this  effort  only 
changes  the  environment,  the  circumstances, 
and  never  gets  at  the  real  problem.  No  law 
of  the  legislature  can  make  people  good. 
End  of  sermon.   Bill  Norman. 


Upcoming  1986  is  God's  way  of  saying 
we're  going  to  do  it  until  we  get  it  right! 


In  last  year's  Christmas  program,  one 
little  boy  in  the  choir  was  heard  lustily 
singing:  "While  shepherds  washed  their 
socks  by  night..." 


We  survived  another  year  at 
the  reason  to  be  jolly. 


MSP!  Tis 


This  is  the  season  of  the  year  when  we 
speak  well  of  the  warden,  say  "Sir"  to  the 
unit  sergeant,  praise  the  cooking  at  the 
mess  hall.  It's  called  -  Season's 
Greasings. 


New  Year's  Bowl  Games:  More  than 
60,000  people,  paying  S900.000  to  sit  in  a 
$45  million  stadium  watching  men  play  with 
a  ball  that  costs  $16.95  in  any  chain 
store. 


The  shape  of  a  football  doesn't  make 
sense.  It  looks  like  it  was  designed  by 
someone  who  flunked  round. 


Parting  shot:  If  the  right  side  of  the 
brain  controls  the  left  side  of  the  body, 
then  left  handers  are  the  only  people  in 
their  right  minds. 


now  passing 

to  put  us  to 

aggravated 

honest   look 


BY  KEVI>!  MURPHY 

My  second  column  deals  with  a  legal 
issue  in  which  the  population  has  expressed 
concern  with  on  numerous  instances. 

issue  in  which  I  an  mentioning 
pertains  to  being  charged  with  a  crime 
while  doing  time  here  in  the  prison  or  in 
a  half-way  house. 

Since  the  legislature  is 
bills  to  make  it  discretionary 
death  for  a  crime  such  as 
assault  it  is  time  we  took  an 
at  what  takes  place  when  we  are  charged 
with  a  crime  while  we  are  serving  our 
sentences. 

The  main  concern  of  the  inmates  who 
have  or  are  in  the  process  of  being  charged 
with  crimes  such  as  escape,  assault, 
possession  of  drugs,  etc.,  is  that  when  the 
public  defender  of  the  3rd  Judicial 
District  is  appointed  to  represent  us  we 
are  not  recieving  quality  representation, 
or  even  minimal  representation  v/hich  we  are 
quaranteed  by  the  6th  amendment. 

If  one  takes  a  deep  look  at  the  way 
things  are  run  by  the  judicial  officers  of 
the  3rd  Judicial  District  it  becomes  very 
evident  that  Mr.  Conde  'lackay,  the  public 
defender  of  this  Judicial  District  does 
not  have  our  interests  in  mind  when  he 
defends  us  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  this 
ideal  of  justice  is  illusionary  and  the 
attitude  of  the  judiciary  in  this  district 
condones  Mr.  Mackays  ineptness  because  it 
is  financially  beneficial  to  do  so.  That 
seems  to  be  much  more  important  than 
justice  being  served  properly. 

I  will  point  out  several  factors  which 
indicate  that  what  I  am  relating  to  the 
readers  of  my  column  is  much  more  than  just 
my  own  conjecture  and  personal  speculation. 
Mr.  Mackay  is  the  only  public  defender  in 
the  3rd  Judicial  District.  A  District  which 
includes  Granite,  Anaconda-Deer  Lodge,  and 


Powell  Counties.  Jr.  Mackays  duties  are  to 
defend  all  defendants  C both  felonies  and 
misdemeanors)  in  all  three  of  these 
counties  which  also  includes  all  of  us  here 
in  the  prison  and  further  all  inmates  who 
are  charges  with  escapes  from  the  four 
half-way  houses.  We  must  ask  ourselves  how- 
can  one  person  take  on  a  case  load  of  this 
magnitude  and  meet  the  standards  of 
effective  assistance  of  counsel.  It  is  verv 
evident  that  Mr.  Mackay  needs  help.  I  note 
that  if  a  defendant  refuses  to  have  Mr. 
Mackay  for  an  attorney  he  does  not  get 
another  attorney  and  must  proceed  pro  se. 
This  has  been  a  long  standing  practice  in 
this  Judicial  District.  I  will  not  say  that 
an  exception  has  been  made  on  various 
occassions.  Brad  Belke,  an  attorney  out  of 
3utte  is  called  in  to  handle  a  case  or  two 
on  occassion. 

In  writing  this  article  I  find  it  very 
hard  to  be  objective  and  impartial  since  I 
have  had  Mr.  Mackay  defend  me  on  my  present 
conviction.  I  am  not  attempting  to  be 
intentionally  critical  and  that  is  not  the 
purpose  of  this  article.  I  am  trying  to 
advise  and  warn  us  that  we  must  not  be 
manipulated  by  an  attorney  who  won't 
hesitate  to  take  our  knowledge  of  the  law 
for  granted  and  use  a  persons  trust  in  him 
to  seel  the  persons  rights.  Mr.  Mackay 
doesn't  want  to  take  anyones  case  to  trial. 
He  figures  we're  all  guilty  and  he  wants  to 
do  as  little  as  possible.  To  substantiate 
my  point  I  only  have  to  emphasize  the  facts 
I  draw  my  conclusions  from.  There  have  been 
numerous  complaints  concerning  the  quality 
of  Mr.  Mackays  representation  sent  to 
various  Juices  that  handle  casoi  in  the 
Judicial  District.  The  complaints  range 
from  Mr.  Mackay's  deceit  to  collusion  with 
the  prosecutors. 

I  don't  believe  the  complaints  have 
been  taken  seriously  by  the  Judges,  bar 
associations,  and  Commission  on   Practice 
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BY  OTIS  THRASHER 

About  40  years  ago,  President  Harry 
Truman  said,  "The  buck  stops  here", 
referring  to  his  Oval  Office  in  the  White 
House.  He  was  alluding  to  the  fact  that  if 
the  nation's  problems  came  as  far  as  the 
presidency,  there  was  nobody  higher  up  to 
whom  the  chief  executive  could  turn  for  a 
solution 

Today,  crime,  criminals,  justice  and 
prison  overcrowding  is  a  problem  that  has 
been  in  the  spotlight  of  the  news  media  and 
authorities  alike.  Criminologists, 
sociologists,  penologists  and  even 
biologists  have  surveys  and  programs  funded 
with  few  results.  The  buck  (problem) 
reaches  the  White  House  and  commissions  are 
formed,  studies  are  made  and  recomendations 
sent  out  to  all  fifty  states  -  usually  with 
few  positive  results. 

A  look  at  the  entire  picture  should 
convince  the  most  hardened  sceptic  that 
maybe  more  attention  should  be  paid  to 
where  the  buck  (problem)  starts,  rather 
than  where  it  stops.  More  and  more  it  seems 
to  be  starting  with  the  very  young  of  the 
nation  -  the  teen  agers,  and  younger. 
Following  is  just  a  sampling  of  news 
stories  that  appeared  recently  during  a 
ten-day  period  in  the  Billings  Gazette. 

-  A  14-year-old  boy  and  a  14-year-old 
girl  were  released  to  the  custody  of  their 
parents  after  being  arrested  for 
distributing  a  prescription  controlled 
substance  to  five  classmates  at  a  junior 
high  school. 

A  17-year-old  boy  was  arrested  on 
suspicion  of  burglary  of  a  neat  market. 
Police  followed  him  to  his  residence  and 
found  14  juveniles  and  four  adults  staying 
there.  Two  15-year-old  girls  were  arrested 
for  misdemeanor  assault,  one  of  them  also 
for  disorderly  conduct.  One  15-year-old  boy 
was  arrested  for  parole  violation  and 
another  for  violating  terms  of  probation. 

Tv/o  teen-agers   (who  have  since 
turned   18)  were  sentenced  to  22  years  in 


prison  with  10  years  suspended  for  robbery 
and  use  of  a  weapon.  They,  with  a  third, 
20-year-old  man  had  tied,  gagged  and  robbed 
a  husband  and  wife  and  stole  their  money. 

-  A  recent  survey  shows  that  alcohol, 
tobacco  and  drug  use  by  Billings  students 
in  grades  7  -  12  is  high.  Almost  5,770 
students  were  surveyed  and  73  percent  said 
they  have  used  alcohol;  just  under  60 
percent  have  used  tobacco;  33. S  percent 
have  experimented  with  marijuana; 
hallucinogens  have  been  used  by  11.4 
percent  of  those  surveyed;  narcotics  such 
as  heroin,  demoral,  morphine,  codeine  and 
darvon  have  been  used  by  10.3  percent.  Most 
of  the  marijuana  users  said  they  started  in 
grades  7-8. 

-  A  national  study  of  400 
middle-school  children  between  the  ages  of 
12  and  15  whose  father  and  mother  were  both 
working  revealed  that  40  percent  had 
engaged  in  heavy  petting  or  intercourse  at 
home  "Among  these  Latchkey  (so  called 
because  many  of  these  unsupervised  children 
wore  house  keys  on  a  string  around  their 
necks)  children  sex  happens  at  home  at 
three  in  the  afternoon  while  mom  is  away  at 
work,"  a  spokesman  said. 

-  The  youth  courts  were  busy  in  1934 
in  Montana,  with  nearly  5,000  juveniles 
brought  before  judges. 

-  In  Arkansas,  Ronald  Ward,  who  just 
turned  16,  is  the  youngest  person  held  on 
death  row  in  the  United  State j.  Earlier 
this  year  Ward  was  found  guilty  of  fatally 
stabbing  two  sisters,  76  and  72  and  their 
grand-nephew,  age  12. 

Need  we  go  on?  The  average  age  of  an 
inmate  at  the  Montana  State  Prison  in  1070 
was  approximately  23  -  29  years  of  age.  In 
1980,  about  22  -  and  probably  falling  a 
bit.  I  n  a  previous  Express  issue  we 
discussed  teen-agers  in  prison  and  reform 
school  and  the  alternatives.  But  that  is 
"after  the  fact";  using  doctor-type  talk, 
maybe  the  sociologists  and  criminologists 
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stories   in  various  newspapers  around  the 
state  concern i    I     ;       ipulation 
the  prison  am  m  of 

the  present  facility  which  hasn't  >ven  been 
put  in  use  vet. 

!n  reading  these  articles  I  noticed 
that  Mr.  Henry  Burgess,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Pardons,  was  quoted  as  saying, 
"Overcrowding  is  not  our  problem.  V/e  arc 
not  >oinq  to  let  people  nut  just  to  reduce 
the  population."  I  note  that  the  Department 
of  Institutions  in  :  iplemented  policy 
which  gives  the  Board  of  Pardons  the 
authority  to  bring  a  person  up  to  the 
Parole  Board  12 J  days  earl  v.  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  anyone  beina  released  due  to 
policy  520.  The  policy  obviously  makes  it 
the  duty  of  the  Parole  Board  to  help  with 
the  over-population  problem. 

I  doubt  it  very  much,  if  the  Parole 
Board  did  use  policy  520  sincerly,  that  it 
would  change  the  recividism  rate  any  or  if 
it  would  change  anything  at  all.  There  are 
many  non-violent  candidates  that  could 
benefit  from  the  Parole  Board  following 
policy  520  and  letting  a  higher  percentage 
than  52%  out  on  parole. 

One  has  to  look  at  the  justification 
that  Mr.  Burgess  has  given  for  cutting  back 
on  the  granting  of  paroles.  The  percentage 
of  paroles  granted  between  1976  and  19S4 
was  75%.  It  has  currently  dropped  to  a 
level  of  52%.  His  justification  beinc;  that 
the  public  wants  to  see  people  locked  up 
longer  and  the  rate  of  sex  offenders  coming 
into  the  prison.  Both  of  these  reasons  are 
over-used  rhetoric  that  would  not  hold  up 
if  they  were  investigated.  First  of  all,  a 
poll  was  published  concerning  issues  in 
which  the  people  of  the  State  of  Montana 
wanted  dealt  with.  Crime  was  listed  as  the 
13th  issue  out  of  20  listed.  ;  iave  to 
admit  tl  "pie  do  speak  out  on  their 
concern  about  m  the 

criminal  justice  system.  it  ,  moro 
Importantly  ther'>  ai  lany  more  without  the 
communication  skills  or  financial  stability 
to  voice  their  concern.-?  about  the  Criminal 
Justice  System 

n  ;  iril 


,  we  end  up 


wmch  maicos 


thcirselves  heard  who  are  not  impart  iJ  I 
what  they  speak  out  about.  The  other  reason 
concerning  the  rat     sex  offenders  cor 
Lnt      irison.   Ul   !   can  say  is   !r. 
Burgess      H      ible  to  sell  that  excuse 
to  the  public  but  I  have  seen  the  situation 
1  do  not   see   sex  offenders 
dealt  with     lifferently  than  the  rest 
the  prison  population. 

1  believe  more  liberal  parole  oolicies 
arc  a  must  at  tnis  point  in  tine.  Someone 
must  sell  that  idea  to  the  public  or  the 
legislature  must  start  looking  for  ways 
besides  through  the  parole  board  to  leviate 
the  prison  population.  At  the  present  time 
the  Board  of  Pardon:;  is  the  only 
alternative  in  which  to  control  the 
population.  If  the  boar;!  continues  to  keep 
its  present  attitude  of  letting  out  fewer 
people  with  each  passing  year  the 
population  problem  will  blow  up  in  their 
face  and  the  only  ones  who  will  suffer  will 
be  us. 

My  own  opinion  of  parole  is  that  it  is 
the  most  arbitrary  part  of  the  criminal 
justice  system.  How  can  three  (3)  people 
who  have  never  seen  you  before  in  your  life 
decide  whether  you  will  succeed  or  not.  All 
their  information  sits  before  them  in  a 
file  that  you  don't  even  get  to  see.  If 
they  decide  you  shouldn't  be  paroled  they 
nark  a  couple  of  checks  in  a  box  next  to 
the  reason  why  you  weren't  paroled.  Past 
criminal  history,  poor  institutional 
record,  etc.  Empathy  to  your  situation  is 
impossible.  All  they  are  doing  is  throwing 
dice.  In  this  prison  criteria  isn't  set  out 
to  explain  what  you  must  do  to  recievc  a 
parole.  You're  on  your  own.  It's  ironic 
that  when  a  judqe  sentences  you  to  say  10 
year  non-dangerous  term,  he  figures  you'll 
do  one  fourth  of  that.  It  is  probably  not 
in  nis  mind  that  the  Parole  Board  decides 
whether  you  will  serve  that  who  sentence  or 
you  will  be  paroled  when  you  are  eligible. 
"i  :  lecides  vou  should  be  let  out 
with  good  conduct  on  a  ten  year  sentence  in 
1&-2-4  months.  This  is  evident  by  his 
sentence  of  10  years  non-dangerous.  Me  has 
considered  everything  about  your  cri -  . 
including  your  past  criminal  history.  So  it 
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BY  LEN  STANG 

Most  any  person  with  the  God-given 
power  of  reasoning  soon  discovers  that 
society  has  rules  that  govern  everyday 
existence.  As  time  goes  on,  that 
personalson  discovers  that  the  rules  are 
not  always  the  same  in  a  given  situation; 
that  in  many  cases  it  depends  on  who  or 
what  are  the  players  in  the  game.  The  rules 
for  the  poor-in-pocket  do  not  always  apply 
to  the  powerful.  This  criteria  often  may  be 
found  in  the  Justice  system  and  too  often 
it  is  glossed  over  by  the  news  media.  But 
in  1985  this  discrepancy  was  noticed  in  at 
least  one  case  and  received  the  attention 
it  deserved.  Case  in  point:  E.F.  Hutton 
(when  they  talk,  everybody  listens)  and 
fraudulent  business  tactics. 

Two  things  should  be  emphasized  in  the 
E.F.  Hutton  case  - 

One,  that  there  was  a  huge  amount  of 
money  involved,  and  two,  the  corporation  as 
a  whole,  was  penalized  by  a  fine.  (No 
single  executive  or  number  of  executives 
were  accused,  much  less  on  the  receiving 
end  of  a  penalty  or  sentence) 

As  was  pointed  out  on  the  CBS  Evening 
News  with  Dan  Rather,  Thursday,  August  1st, 
if  it  had  been  an  ordinary  mortal  who  had 
been  caught  dipping  into  the  till,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  he  would  have  been  arrested, 
tried  and  convicted  and  probably  sentenced 
to  prison.  The  news  commentator  went  on  to 
ask:  is  justice  divided  -  are  there  two 
sets  of  rules  -  one  for  the  rich  and 
powerful  and  one  for  the  poor  and  weak. 

The  E.F.  Hutton  case  involved  close  to 
a  billion  dollars.  Is  the  amount  so 
staggering  that  it  is  beyond  comprehension 
of  the  justice  department  and  therefore  it 
refuses  to  pinpoint  the  area  of 
responsibility?  Certainly  some  one  ore  some 
group  of  individuals  had  to  authorize  the 
transfer  of  funds  from  one  bank  to  another. 
If  this  isn't  the  case,  then  the  monetary 
system  of  this  country  is  in  deep  trouble. 

If  the  case  of  the  brokerage  house  was 
the  only  one  of  it's  kind  on  record  it 
would  be  bad  enough.  The  sad  truth  is  that 
cases  of  a  similar  nature  happen  quite 
often  on  the  American  scene;  the  only 
difference  being  that  the  Hutton  case  made 


the  front  pages  and  TV  news  programs  and, 
more  importantly,  the  news  reporters  and 
commentators  caught  the  discrepancy  between 
the  crime  itself  and  the  punishment  (or 
lack  of)  that  was  meted  out. 


SOMETHING  POSITIVE 

Warden  Henry  Risley  put  it,  "This  is  a 
once-in-a-lif etime  proposition ! " 

Librarian  Dave  Beatty  and  his  crew  had 
transformed  the  drab  library  into  a  festive 
area  with  decorations  that  were  tasteful 
and  not  gaudy.  Then  the  food  service  folks 
went  to  work  serving  a  delicious  steak 
dinner  that  was  preceded  by  a  happy  hour 
complete  with  hor  d'oeuvres  and  pineapple 
sparkle  punch. 

The  stafff  from  Food  Service  was 
supervisors  Jack  Kenny  and  Connie  DeYott 
and  inmates  Dale  Anderson,  Dennis  Plouffe, 
Ed  Mullner  and  James  Jella. 


MURPHY'S  LAW 

because  they  believe  we  are  recieving 
adequate  representation  from  Mr.  Mackay. 
Obvioulsy  we  need  to  submit  a  more 
organized  and  concentrated  effort  to  make 
our  allegations  seem  more  than  just 
sniveling. 

I  don't  know  who  contracts  Mr.  Mackays 
work.  I  would  assume  that  it  is  tyhe 
Council  of  Commissioners  from  the 
respective  counties  in  the  3rd  Judicial 
District.  I  believe  that  the  State  Prison 
should  be  independent  of  any  contract  with 
the  Counties  in  this  district  and  we  should 
have  our  own  lawyer  who  should  handle  the 
cases  coming  out  of  the  prison  and  halfway 
houses. 

I  am  in  the  future  taking  this  issue 
to  the  Supreme  Court  and  Montana  Bar 
Association  with  specific  instances  of 
mis-conduct  by  Mr.  Mackay  and  I  will  get 
back  to  the  population  on  it  as  soon  as  I 
hear  something.  There  will  be  a  petition 
passed  out  in  the  future  to  former  clients 
of  Mr.  Mackay  to  have  them  list  how  there 
cases  were  handled. 
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illows  is  the   lates  statement   on 

IS  made  by   the  U.S.    Department   of     Health 

luman      Services  and    listribul   id   to  the 

staff  and   inmates  of    l.S.P.    by   Warden   Henry 

R  i  s  ley. 

Wh3tis  AIDS? 

AIDS  >s  a  senous  condition  char- 
sctenzed  by  a  defect  in  natural  immuni- 
tv  3ga:r.st  a.sease  People  who  nave 
AiOS  ere  vulnerable  to  senous  illnesses 
which  would  not  be  a  threat  to  anyone 
whoss  immune  system  was  function- 
ing ncrrnall-,.  Thsse  illnesses  are 
referred  to  as  "opportunistic"  infec- 
t-cns  or  -jiS-'aseS. 


V.hSt  C3U303  AIDS? 

investigators  have  discovered  the 
virus  thst  causes  A!CS.  Different 
groups  of  investigators  have  given  dif- 
ferent names  to  the  virus,  but  they  all 
appear  to  be  the  same  virus.  The  virus 
is  called  human  T-lymphotropic  virus, 
type  111  (HTLV-IIU;  rympr.adencpathy 
associated  virus  (LAV) ;  or  AIOS  rotated 
virus  (ARV)  Infection  with  this  virus 
does  not  always  lead  to  AIDS.  Prelimi- 
nary results  of  studies  show  that  most 
infected  persons  remain  in  good 
health;  others  may  develop  illness 
varying  in  seventy  from  miid  to  ex- 
tremely senous. 

What  are  its  symptoms  7 

Most  individuals  infected  with  the 
AIDS  virus  have  no  symptoms  and  feel 
well.  Some  develop  symptoms  which 
may  include  tiredness,  fever,  loss  of 
appetite  and  weight,  diarrhea,  night 
sweats,  and  swollen  glands  (lymph 
nodes)  —usually  in  the  neck,  armpits, 
or  groin  Anyone  with  these  symptoms 
which  continue  for  more  than  two 
weeks  should  see  a  doctor. 

Whcget3  AIDS? 

Ninety-four  percent  of  the  AIDS 
cases  nave  occurred  in  the  following 
groups  cf  people 


Tha  Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syndrom;  or  AIDS,  wes 
first  reported  in  tha  Unit  ad  Ststms  in  mid- 198 1.  Sinca  thst 
tima.  tha  Public  Health  Sarvica  has  received  raports  of  mora 
titan  12,000  casas,  about  50  pare  ant  of  which  have  resulted 
in  death. 

AIDS  is  a  serious  illness,  and  a  public  health  problem  that 
morits  concern.  It  has  been  named  the  number  one  priority  of 
the  U.S.  Public  Health  Service.  Researchers  in  the  Public 
Health  Service  and  i.->  many  major  medical  institutions  have 
been  working  for  more  than  four  years  to  study  AIDS,  identify 
its  cause,  and  develop  treatments  end  preventive  measures. 

This  fact  sheet  describes,  in  question-and-answar  form, 
accurate  information  about  the  nature  and  extent  of  AIDS, 
tha  risk  of  contracting  AIDS,  the  actions  individuals  can  take 
to  reduce  spreading  AIDS,  and  current  research  and  related 
activities  under  way  in  the  Public  Health  Service. 


•  Sexually  active  homosexual  and 
bisexual  men  witn  multiple  partners. 
73  percent. 

•  Present  or  past  abusers  of  intrave- 
nous drugs.  1 7  percent;* 

•  Persons  with  hemophilia  or  other 
coagulation  disorders.  1  percent; 

•  Heterosexual  contacts  of  someone 
with  AIDS  or  at  risk  for  AIDS.  1 
percent; 

•  Persons  who  have  had  transfusions 
with  blood  or  blood  products.  2 
percent. 

Some  6^  of  patients  do  not  fall  into 
any  of  these  groups,  but  reseerchers 
be.ieve  that  transmission  occurred  in 
similar  ways  Infant3  and  children  who 
have  devBicped  AIDS  m3y  have  been 
exposed  to  HTLV-ill  before  or  durng 
birth,  or  shortly  thereafter,  or  may 
have  a  history  of  transfusions.  Some 
patients  died  before  complete  histonas 
could  be  taken.  Special  studies  of  risk 
factors  are  under  way  with  each  of 
these  groups  considered  to  be  at  in- 
creased nsk  for  getting  AIDS. 


'In  toaiticn.  ■  certatn  numb*'  of  homos»«u»l  or 
bijaiual  men  art  oiso  IV  drug  abusers 


What  is  the  geographic 
distribution  of  reported 
AIDS  cases? 

Thirty-six  percent  of  the  cases  m 
the  U.S.  are  reported  from  New  York 
State  and  about  23  percent  from  Cali- 
fornia. AIDS  cases  have  been  reponec 
from  46  states,  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. Puerto  Rico,  and  more  than  35 
other  countnes. 

How  contagious  is  AIDS? 

Casual  contact  with  AIDS  patients 
or  persons  who  might  be  at  nsk  for  the 
illness  does  not  place  others  at  nsk  for 
jTCiig  the  illness  No  caws  have  bean 
'found  where  AIDS  has  been  transmit- 
ted by  casual  household  contact  with 
AIDS  P8tients  or  persons  at  higher  nsk 
for  getting  the  illness.  Although  the 
AIDS  virus  has  been  found  in  saliva 
and  tears,  there  have  been  no  cases  in 
wmch  exposure  to  either  was  shown 
to  result  in  transmission.  AmDulance 
dr.vors.  police,  sno  firefighters  who 
hsve  essisted  AIDS  patients  have  not 
become  ill.  Nurses,  doctors,  and  health 
care  personnel  have  not  developed 
AIDS  from  canng  for  AIDS  patients. 

However,  health  cere  and  laboratory 
womers  shculo  'ollow  safety  proce- 
dures carefully  when  handling  any 
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THE  FACTS  ABOUT  AIDS 


Mood  and  tissue  samples  from  patients 
with  potentially  transmissible  diseases, 
including  AIDS. 

How  is  AIDS  transmitted  ? 

AIDS  is  spread  by  sexual  contact 
needle  sharing,  or  less  commonly, 
through  blood  or  its  components.  The 
risk  of  getting  AIDS  is  increased  by 
having  multiple  sexual  partners,  either 
homosexual  or  heterosexual,  and  shar- 
ing of  needles  among  those  using  illicit 
drugs.  The  occurrence  of  the  syndrome 
in  hemophilia  patients  and  persons  re- 
ceiving transfusions  provides  evidence 
for  transmission  through  blood.  It  may 
be  transmitted  from  infected  mother 
to  infant  before,  during,  or  shortly  after 
birth. 

How  long  after  exposure  to 
HTLV-III  does  a  person 
develop  AIDS? 

The  time  between  infection  with  ths 
HTLV-III  virus  and  the  onset  of  symp- 
toms (the  incubation  period)  seems  to 
range  from  about  6  months  to  5  years 
and  possibly  longer.  Not  everyone  ex- 
posed to  the  virus  develops  AIDS. 

How  is  AIDS  diagnosed? 

There  are  no  clear-cut  symptoms 
that  indicate  the  loss  of  immunity  The 
diagnosis  of  AIDS  depends  on  the  pre- 
sence of  opportunistic  diseases.  Cer- 
tain tests  which  demonstrate  damage 
to  vanous  parts  of  the  immune  system, 
such  as  specific  types  of  white  blood 
ceils,  support  the  diagnosis.  The  pre- 
sence of  opportunistic  diseases  plus  a 
positive  test  for  antibodies  to  HTLV-tH 
can  also  make  possible  a  diagnosis  of 
AIDS/ 

Is  there  a  laboratory  test 
for  AIDS? 

As  with  most  other  infections,  there 
is  no  single  test  for  diagnosing  AIDS. 
There  is  now  a  test  for  antibodies  (sub- 
stances produced  in  the  blood  to  fight 
disease  organisms)  to  the  virus  that 
causes  AIDS.  Presence  of  HTLV-III  an- 
tibodies means  that  a  person  has  been 


infected  with  the  AIDS  virus;  it  does 
not  tall  whether  the  person  is  still  in- 
fected. The  antibody  test  is  used  to 
screen  donated  blood  and  plasma  and 
assist  in  preventing  cases  of  AIDS  re- 
sulting from  blood  transfusions  or  use 
of  blood  products,  such  as  Factor  VIII. 
needed  by  men  with  hemophilia.  The 
test  is  also  available  through  private 
physicians,  most  state  or  local  health 
departments  and  at  other  sites. 

What  are  some  of  the 
diseases  affecting 
AIDS  patients  ? 

About  85  percent  of  the  AIDS  pa- 
tients studied  have  had  one  or  both  of 
two  rare  diseases:  Pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia  (PCP).  a  parasitic  infection 
of  the  lungs;  and  a  type  of  cancer 
known  as  Kaposi's  sarcoma  (KS).  (CS 
usually  occurs  anywhere  on  the  surface 
of  the  skin  or  in  the  mouth.  In  early 
stage*,  it  may  look  like  a  bruise  or  blue- 
violet  or  brownish  spot  The  spot  or 
spots  persist  and  may  grow  larger.  KS 
may  spread  to,  or  appear  in.  other 
organs  of  the  body.  PCP  has  symptoms 
similar  to  any  other  form  of  severs 
pneumonia,  especially  cough,  fever, 
and  difficulty  in  breathing.  Other  op- 
portunistic infections  include  unusually 
severe  infections  with  yeast  cytome- 
galovirus, herpesvirus,  and  parasites 
such  as  Toxoplasma  or  Cryptosporidia 
Milder  infections  with  these  organisms 
do  not  suggest  immune  deficiency. 

Is  there  a  danger  of 
contracting  AIDS  from 
donating  Blood? 

No.  Blood  banks  and  other  blood 
collection  centers  use  sterile  equipment 
and  disposable  needles.  The  need  for 
blood  is  always  acute,  and  people  who 
are  not  at  increased  risk  for  getting 
AIDS  are  urged  to  continue  to  donate 
blood  as  they  have  in  the  past 

How  is  AIDS  treated? 

Currently  there  are  no  antiviral 
drugs  available  anywhere  that  have 
been  proven  to  cure  AIDS,  although 
the  search  for  such  a  drug  is  being  pur- 
sued vigorously.  Some  drugs  have 


been  found  that  inhibit  the  AIDS  virus, 
but  these  do  not  lead  to  clinical  im- 
provement Though  no  treatment  has 
yet  been  successful  in  restoring  the 
immune  system  of  an  AIDS  patient, 
doctors  have  had  some  success  in 
using  drugs,  radiation,  and  surgery  to 
treat  the  various  illnessess  of  AIDS  pa- 
tients. Therapeutic  agents  are  needed 
for  all  stages  of  AIDS  infections,  to 
block  action  of  the  virus  once  infection 
has  occurred,  and  to  build  up  immunity 
in  patients  who  have  developed  AIDS 
symptoms.  Eventually,  a  combination 
chemotherapy  to  combat  the  virus  and 
restore  the  immune  system  may  be  the 
most  effective  therapy.  (Pneumocystis 
carinii  pneumonia,  for  example,  can 
be  treated  with  antibiotics.  Interferon, 
a  virus-fighting  protein  produced  natu- 
rally by  the  body,  has  been  used  with 
some  success  against  Kaposi's  sarco- 
ma. Natural  and  recombinant  interieu- 
kin  preparations  are  being  used  in  an 
attempt  to  repair  the  immunologic  defi- 
ciencies in  AIDS  patients.) 

Can  AIDS  be  prevented? 


Yes.  Cases  of  AIDS  related  to  medi- 
cal use  of  blood  or  blood  products  are 
being  prevented  by  use  of  HTLV-III  an- 
tibody screening  tests  at  blood  donor 
sites  and  by  members  of  high  nsk 
groups  voluntarily  not  donating  blood. 
Heat  treatment  of  Factor  VIII  and  other 
blood  products  helps  prevent  AIDS  in 
patients  with  hemophilia  and  other 
clotting  disorders.  There  is  no  vaccine 
for  AIDS  itself.  However,  there  is  good 
reason  to  believe  that  individuals  can 
reduce  their  risk  of  contracting  AIDS 
by  following  existing  recommenda- 
tions. Communities  can  help  prevent 
AIDS  by  vigorous  efforts  to  educate 
and  inform  their  populations  aoout  the 
illness,  with  special  emphasis  on 
educational  activities  for  members  of 
high  risk  groups.  Meanwhile,  the  dis- 
covery of  ths  AIDS  virus  and  methods 
developed  for  producing  large  quanti- 
ties of  the  virus  for  experimental  and 
other  purposes  enables  scientists  to 
work  at  developing  a  vaccine. 

The  Public  Health  Service  recom- 
mends that  the  following  steps  be 
taken  to  prevent  spread  of  AIDS: 
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• 


•   Do  not  have  sexual  contact  with  cer- 
sons  known  or  suspected  of  having 
AIDS. 


•  Do  not  have  sex  with  multiple  part- 
ners, or  with  persons  who  have  had 
multiple  partners. 


Persons  who  are  at  increased  nsk 
for  having  AIDS  should  not  donate 
blood. 


Physicians  should  order  blood  trans- 
fusions for  patients  only  when  medi- 
cally necessary.  Health  workers 
should  usa  extreme  care  when  han- 
dling or  disposing  of  hypodermic 
needles. 


•  Don't  abuse  IV  drugs.  If  you  use  IV 
drugs,  then  don't  share  needles  or 
synnges  (boiling  does  not  guarantee 
stenlity). 

•  Don't  have  sex  with  people  who 
abuse  IV  drugs. 

•  Don't  use  inhalant  nitntes  (poppers) 
Their  role  as  a  cof actor  for  KS  is 
being  investigated. 

Special  recommendations  for  per- 
sons with  positive  HTIV-III  antibody 
tests  have  been  made  to  further  pre- 
vent the  spread  of  AIDS. 

•  A  regular  medical  evaluation  and 
follow-up  is  advised  for  persons 
with  positive  tests. 

•  Persons  with  positive  blood  tests 
may  pass  the  disease  on  to  others 
and  should  not  donate  blood, 
plasma,  body  organs,  other  tissue, 
or  sperm.  They  should  take  precau- 
tions against  exchanging  body 
fluids  during  sexual  activity. 

•  There  is  a  nsk  of  infecting  others  by 
sexual  intercourse,  sharing  of  nee- 
dles, and  possibly,  exposure  of 
others  to  saliva  through  oral-genital 
contact  or  intimate  kissing.  The  ef- 
fectiveness of  condoms  in  prevent- 
ing infection  with  HTIV-III  is  not 
proved,  but  their  consistent  use 


may  reduce  transmission,  since  ex- 
change of  body  fluids  is  known  to 
increase  risk. 

Toothbrushes,  razors,  or  other 
implements  that  could  become  con- 
taminated with  blood  should  not  be 
shared 


Revised  recommendations  will  be 
published  as  additional  information  be- 
comes available.  Further  information 
about  AIDS  may  be  obtained  from 
your  local  or  state  health  department 
or  your  physician.  The  Public  Health 
Service  AIDS  hotline  number  is  1  -800 
-A47-AIDS.  Atlanta  area  callers  should 
dial  (404)329-1  295. 


e  Women  whose  sexual  partner  is 
antibody-positive  are  themselves  at 
increased  nsk  of  acquiring  AIDS.  If 
they  become  pregnant,  their  children 
are  also  at  increased  nsk  of  acquir- 
ing AIDS. 

PRISONERS  AT  HIGH  RISK? 

Beverly  Beck,  Infirmary  Supervisor  at 
MSP,  lias  stated  in  an  Inter-Divisional  that 
there  is  no  evidence  that  being  in  prison 
increases  the  risk  of  developing  AIDS. 
N'early  all  of  the  prison  inmates  (in  other 
prisons)  who  have  developed  AIDS  had  a 
previous  history  of  intravenous  drug  use. 
Their  risk  for  developing  AIDS  was 
therefore  related  to  drug  use,  not  to 
imprisonment.  All  information  indicates 
that  these  inmates  had  been  infected  prior 
to  their  imprisonment.  The  idsease  has  an 
incubation  period  of  one  to  two  years  or 
longer  before  symptoms  begin  to  appear. 
Prisoners  who  have  not  engaged  in 
homosexual  activity  or  intravenous  drug  use 
have  no  greater  risk  for  developing  AIDS 
than  any  other  person  in  the  general 
population. 

Dan  Russell,  director  of  the  state's 
corrections  division,  said  in  a  recent  news 
story  that  there  is  a  potential  with 
inmates  who  use  infected  needles  to  make 
tatoos.  Tatooing  is  against  prison  rules, 
he  said,  but  it  does  happen.  Russell 
recently  attended  a  conference  in  Atlanta 
sponsored  by  the  Center  for  Disease  Control 
where  the  policies  of  other  st3tes  and 
advice  from  the  experts  were  discussed. 
Another  seminar  is  planned  for  this  month. 
Russell  said,  "\'c  are  not  sitting  on  our 
heals;  we  have  a  feel  for  what  we  need  to 
do  if  we  have  a  case  immediately ,  so  I 
don't  think  we'd  panic." 

Meanwhile  'Irs.  Beck  has  stated  that  if 
their  are  any  questions  to  send  her  a  kite 
and  she  would  reply  as  soon  as  possible. 
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THE  LEFTOVER  BLUES 


'Twas  the  night  before  shopping, 

And  all  thru'  the  fridge — 

Every  germ  was  at  war  on  Bacteria  Ridge! 

The  leftovers  waited  their  turn  to  be  used, 

The  lettuce  was  wilted  and  feeling  abused. 

That  dab  of  potatoes  from  last  Tuesday's  dinner 

Had  faded  to  brown  —  and  that  celery  grew  thinner! 

Abandoned  and  shunned  by  my  mealtime  disdainers, 

— They  stood  side  by  side  in  their  plastic  containers. 

"Please  use  us!"  they  cried,  "in  a  soup  or  a  stew, 

Why  even  a  place  in  your  meatloaf  would  do!" 

I  detected  a  whimper  from  okra  and  kale, 

For  this  was  their  one  chance  to  burst  out  of  jail! 

(I  guess  that  their  ancestors  passed  down  the  tale 

Of  a  fate  worse  than  death  in  the  dread  garbage  pail!) 

"Fear  not,  little  rejects,"  I  said,  for  a  change, 

"It's  CHRISTMAS  —  you'll  all  find  your  home  on  the  range!" 

They  cheered.  I  continued,  "Please  remember  one  thing, 

This  season's  for  all,  be  he  cabbage  or  king. 

It's  time  to  rejoice  in  the  bounty  we've  found 

From  the  birds  of  the  air  to  the  fruits  of  the  ground! 

And,  the  humblest  creature  who's  loaded  with  vitamin 

Will  find  candied  yams  on  the  table  beside-a-him! 

With  bread  crumbs  and  spices,  I'll  give  you  my  blessing, 

And  serve  you  up  fancy  with  my  cornbread  dressing!" 

The  food  stood  there  quietly  packed  on  the  shelf 

And,  I  guess  I'd  been  talking  awhile  to  myself. 

With  a  little  reminder  of  what  Christmas  means 

(or  at  least  what  it  means  to  my  soggy  green  beans!) 

Behind  me,  my  daughter  crept  into  the  room  — 

She  listened  a  moment  —  then  I  heard  her  boom, 

"Hey  Pa,  get  the  net  out!"  She  loudly  began, 

"Mom's  talking  to  leftover  veggies  again!" 

Perhaps  I  was  crazy  to  talk  to  the  food, 

But,  shucks,  I  was  just  in  a  festival  mood  — 

So  be  happy  and  cheer  ful  (this  CHRISTMAS  at  least) 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  ALL,  and  to  all  a  good  feast! 


(Our  thanks  to  Ken  and  Jackie  Peterson  of 
Helena  for  the  above  peoem  by  Cecelia  White 
and  used  on  radio  station  KBLL) 


*H( 


it's  time  f< 


Holiday 

Holiday,  it's  time 
We  need  a  Holiday. 
Holiday,  it's  a  day 
So  let's  celebrate. 
We'll  jam,  amd  make 
One  we've  ever  had. 
It's  a  Holiday,  let' 
One  way  or  another  i 
Things  better. 
It's  a  day  we  get  tcji 
Let's  join  one  anothl 
It's  time  for  the  gq< 
It's  a  Holiday 

By 
Anthony  41 
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e  good  times. 

get  all  the  bad  times, 

ur  freedom, 

e  best 

ebrate. 
make 


id  celebrate, 

mes. 


'TisThe  Day 

'Tis  the  day  for  tears  of  joy. 
Santa  brought  each  one  a  toy- 
Useful  gifts  parents  emply; 
And  for  the  children. . .oh  boy! 

Gather  round  the  Christmas  tree. 
Presents  for  all;  sometimes  three. 
Smiles  on  faces  full  of  glee, 
Parents  rejoice  with  their  wee. 

'Tis  the  day  for  all  to  sing 
Of  the  joys  the  day  will  bring. 
Listen,  as  the  church  bells  ding 
Out  their  melodoius  ring. 

People  gather  in  union 

To  share  warm  hears,  love,  and  fun. 

Grouping  together  as  one, 

Moments  are  share,  friends  are  won. 

'Tis  the  day  for  all  to  feast- 
Turkey  and  ham  not  the  least; 
Apple  pies,  and  mincemeat, 
Hasty  pudding. . .mmm,  so  sweet 

Sit  down  and  undo  your  belt. 
Stuff  yourselves;  politely  blech. 
Dessert  comes  next,  sniffed  or  smelt. 
Oh!  Don't  let  the  ice  cream  melt! 

'Tis  the  day,  but  night  draws  nigh. 
The  day  soon  ednds  with  a  sigh. 
People  that  passed,  all  said  hi. 
Now  it's  time  to  say  good  bye. 

Toasting  Christmas  with  our  beers- 
As  we've  done  for  all  these  years- 
We  spent  the  day  close  to  tears. 
Merry  Christmas...  And  good  cheers! 

Michael  Robinson 


Santil Ian 
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THE  BUCK  STARTS  \,T:RV 

should  isolate  the  causes  anJ  early 
symptoms  and  practice  some  preventive 
medicine.  Like  most  issues  -  easier  said 
than  done  and  there  is  no-one  set  answer. 
What  could  be  the  solution  to  the  problem 
of  Johnny  Jones  wouldn't  fit  the  problem  of 
Mary  Macy. 

There  have  been  counseling  offices  set 
up  for  teen-agers  and  crisis  centers  for 
adolescents.  Peer  groups  have  been 
established  where  troubled  youths  can  rap 
together  about  their  problems,  be  it  booze, 
dope  or  shoplifting.  But  most  of  these 
solutions  are  to  be  found  few  and  far 
between  in  the  most  urban  of  areas,  with 
lack  of  communication  between  the  ailing, 
the  judiciary  and  the  community. 

Humorist  Bill  Cosby,  a  devoted  family 
man,  happily  married  and  the  father  of  five 
says,  "Control  should  come  from  the 
parents,  as  they  do  in  his  home,  not 
outside  the  family."  But  suppose  there  is 
only  one  parent,  and  he  or  she  is  working 
most  of  the  day  or  night?  Or,  both  parents 
are  working;  Or  he  or  she  is  working  most 
of  the  day  or  night?  Or,  both  parents  are 
working;  Or  there  are  no  parents  at  all. 
Then  what?  Teen  agers  are  not  apt  to 
recognize  that  they  are  heading  for  trouble 
they  are  not  likely  to  voluntarily  seek 
help  from  an  agency.  They  are  more  likely 
to  run  away  from  a  house  that  is  no  longer 
a  home. 

One  crisis  center  called  the 
Tumbleweeds  offers  counseling  for  youths, 
mainly  ages  10  to  18  and  their  families. 
Emergency  temporary  shelter  is  available 
for  troubled  kids;  the  center  is  affiliated 
with  the  national  runaway  swithboard.  In 
the  nine  years  since  Tumbleweeds  v/as 
established  in  1976  it  has  served  about 
2,000  youths  with  troubles,  prevented 
runaways  and  tried  to  head  off  family 
crisis. 

More  centers  like  Tumbleweeds  or 
similar  programs  should  be  established. 
This  is  where  the  "buck"  starts.  It  will 
take  community  involvement  and  funding,  but 
the  funding  will  be  much  less  than  years 
later,  when  the  buck  stops. 

liiiiiiiitl  ill  ill 


NEW  CHAIRMAN  NEEDED? 

is  the  parole  board  wiio  has  more  power  than 
a  judge  and  parole  hearings  are  not 
protected  by  due  process.  I  am  in  favor  of 
a  determinate  sentencing  format  like  the 
state  of  Washington  is  implementing  this 
year.  Of  course  there  are  dis-advantages  to 
this  system  also,  but  basically  it  is 
fundamentally  more  fair. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  to  the 
Governor  that  Mr.  Henry  Burgess  has  been  on 
the  parole  board  foi  14  years  and  a 
majority  of  that  time  he  has  been  the 
chairman.  Mr.  Burgess  says  he  is  very 
cautious  in  who  he  grants  paroles  to.  I 
believe  he  is  now  over  cautious.  I  also 
believe  his  influence  on  the  other  board 
members  has  reached  a  level  to  where  his 
decisions  are  a  monopoly.  We  need  a  new 
chairman.  I  don't  believe  a  member  of  the 
board  should  serve  more  than  2  terms  and 
Mr.  Burgess  is  into  his  4th  term.  Terms  are 
for  4  years. 

I  close  in  saying  I  wish  everybody 
well  over  the  holidav  season. 


"Your  Honor,  my  client  wishes  me  to  tell 
you  to  do  an  unnatural  act,  which  Ls  to 
say  the  least,  anatomically  impossible. 
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THER  KIND  OF  CHRISTMASTIME  COMMUNION 

Roger 

Clawson 


An  old  man  with  grizzled  stubble  and  wine-sour  breath 
stopped  me  on  the  sidewalk  to  ask  for  the  price  of  a  meal 

His  long  wool  coat  might  have  once  hung  on  a  banker's 
frame.  It  had  served  the  wino  as  both  cloak  and  sleeping  bag. 

This  old  grandfather  must  have  belonged  somewhere 
and  to  someone  once,  1  thought 

His  hands  trembled  and  beads  of  sweat  ringed  his  brow 
in  the  December  air.  I  recognized  the  signs.  The  old 
alcoholic  wasnt  trying  to  cage  a  meaL  He  needed  his 
morning's  mourning. 

He  would  likely  eat  his  next  meal  in  jaiL 

While  deciding  whether  to  slip  the  old  derelict  a  quarter 
or  walk  on  by,  I  remembered  my  mother. 

No  wandering  soul  ever  came  to  our  door  without  being 
fed.  The  proud  ones  chopped  wood  for  a  meaL  Some  of  the 
clean  ones  were  invited  to  share  our  table  and  stories  of  the 
road.  The  dirty  ones  ate  hearty  meals  on  the  back  step.  None 
left  hungry. 

"When  you  grow  up,"  my  mother  said,  "never  refuse  to 
feed  someone  who's  hungry." 

She  said  it  was  a  sin  not  to  share,  even  if  you  had  little  to 
share. 

"The  man  who  knocks  on  your  door  and  asks  to  be  fed  is 
Jesus,"  she  said. 

She  did  not  mean  that  the  burn  who  came  begging 
represented  Jesus.  Nor  did  she  believe,  like  some  old  country 
women,  that  Christ  may  come  to  a  person's  door  disguised  as 
a  begger  to  test  a  Christian's  charity. 

Her  meaning  was  more  mystical,  and  yet  more  simple. 
Just  as  the  bread  and  wine  of  communion  became  the  body 
and  blood  of  her  Lord,  the  man  at  her  door  was  Jesus. 

The  wreck  in  front  of  me  mumbled,  summoning  me 
back  from  my  reverie. 

"Can  you  help  me,  partner,"  he  whined. 

You  really  need  a  drink,  dont  you,  old  man?  I  said. 

"Honest  I  do,"  be  said 

My  mother,  a  teetotaler,  never  approved  of  alcohol  But 
1  think  she  would  have  approved  of  what  I  did. 

Knowing  that  no  food  could  sit  on  that  booze-soured 
stomach,  I  bought  him  a  glass  of  wine.  He  savored  the  cheap 
port  as  if  it  were  life's  blood,  licking  the  clinging  drops  from 
the  empty  glass.  He  was  still  thanking  me  as  I  led  him  down 
the  street  to  the  Resuce  Mission. 

They'll  have  a  bed  and  a  warm  meal  for  you  here,  I  said. 
If  you  drink  any  more,  you  will  sleep  in  jail  or  the  street 

"I  wasnt  always  this  way,"  he  said.  "I  was  once."  His 
voice  failed  and  he  started  to  cry.  "God  bless  you,"  he  said. 

I  would  not  delude  myself  into  believing  I  had  saved  the 
old  man's  life.  In  a  day  or  so,  he  will  be  back  on  the  street, 
trying  to  panhandle  the  price  of  a  bottle  of  wine  that  will  be 
his  night's  bed  partner 

But  the  old  man's  store  of  days  and  nights  seemed 
nearly  depleted.  I  had  only  hoped  to  warm  one  of  his  nights 
without  soaking  it 

I  hope  I  didnt  do  wrong,  mama. 

But  I  think  I  just  bought  Jesus  a  drink. 

(Roger  Clawson  is  a  regular  columnist  for 
the  Billings  Gazette.  The  column  above  ran 
during  the  Christmas  holidays  in  1982) 


TH/IHKS 


BY  BILL  LEININGER 

As  the  year  draws  to  a  close  the  staff 
of  the  Siberian  Express  and  Flyer  wish  to 
thank  the  many  persons  who  have  helped  us 
in  many  ways  during  1985.  This  includes 
inmates  and  administration  and  their  names 
would  fill  a  page  or  two.  We  would  be  amiss 
however  if  we  didn't  send  a  special  thanks 
to  the  following: 

Adrian  Mahseelah  at  the  Hobby  Shop; 
Skip  Rhodes  of  the  Vets;  to  Dave  Madera  of 
the  Prayer  Warriors;  to  June  Hickman  and 
her  Mail  Room  Staff;  to  the  folks  at  the 
Accounting  Dept.;  to  Sgt.  Bill  Pohjola  and 
his  crew  at  A  Unit;  to  Peg  Rosenleaf,  R.N., 
our  Infirmary  correspondent;  and  of  course 
to  our  supervisor  Dave  Beatty,  our 
associate  supervisor  John  Jaksha,  our 
advisor  Sandy  Heaton,  and  our  former 
supervisor  W.  "Pat"  Warnecke. 

To  the  many  department  heads,  group 
sponsors,  supervisors  and  inmate 
representatives,  thank  you  for  your 
cooperation  and  support.  It  is  appreciated. 
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Hfew  Stt/fes  In  Prison* 


BY  LEN  STAXG 

Styles  in  prison  construction  has 
stayed  static  for  many  years;  three  types- 
maximum,  medium  and  minimum.  In  reality 
there  is  a  fourth;  a  combination  such  as  we 
have  at  Montana  State  Prison  in  Deer  Lodge. 
Now  we  have  two  more  to  be  added  to  the 
confinement  vocabulary. 

One  of  the  new  types  is  the  so-called 
"modular"  or  prefabricated  construction. 
One  was  built  at  the  Wyoming  State  Prison 
this  year  at  a  cost  of  565,000  and  consists 
of  twelve  rooms,  housing  24  men.  The 
following  data  has  been  secured  from  the 
prison  paper  "Best  Scene": 

The  unit  is  basically  square  and 
dividing  it  into  thirds,  the  outer  two 
thirds  have  six  rooms  each.  Between  the 
rooms  are  the  bathrooms,  recreation  room, 
dining  room,  and  cloak  room.  There  are  two 
bathrooms  with  all  the  basic  amenities. 
Four  or  five  individual  showers,  porcelain 
toilets,  and  also  sinks  in  front  of  large 
glass  mirrors. 

The  rec  room  includes  a  pool  table, 
the  only  cable  hook  up  and  seating  space. 
The  paneled  walls  and  full  carpeting  bring 
about  an  air  of  being  in  a  den.  A  lot  of 
cabinet  space  and  a  large  refrigerator 
decorate  the  dining  room.  Four  small  tables 
provide  a  place  for  eating,  playing  cards, 
or  whatever.  This  room,  along  with  the  rec 
room  have  an  overhead  skylight. 

Each  of  the  rooms  have  two  beds  with 
standard,  non  prison,  single  bed 
mattresses.  Also,  a  desk,  two  closets, 
shelves  on  the  walls,  and  is  fully 
carpeted.  Some  even  have  windows.  The  cloak 
room  serves  two  purposes.  Hooks  line  the 
walls  on  both  sides  as  you  enter  to  hang 
your  coat.  Against  the  back  wall  is  the 
telephone.  It,  like  the  pay  phones  in  all 
the  other  units  is  for  collect  calls  only 
and  will  be  turned  on  during  a  designated 
time  of  the  day  for  the  inmates  use. 

There  is  an  electric  gate  to  go 
through  to  get  to  the  unit  and  the  inmates 
must  be  cleared  before  entering,  but  once 
inside  the  unit,  security  is  virtually 
non-existant.  There  are  no  locks  on  the 
doors  to  the  rooms  and  the  inmate  can  enter 
the  unit  itself  without  waiting   for   the 


life  span  than 
of   concrete  ant! 


doors  to  be  opened. 

Two  years  ago  the  governor  of  Illinois 
asked  the  legislature  for  S30  million  too 
construct  two  huge  modular  prisons  to  hold 
1,000  inmates.  As  traditional  construction 
prices  rose  the  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$50  million. 

Most  prison  officials  agree  that 
modular  prisons  are  quick  to  put  up  and 
usually  less  expensive  than  traditional 
prisons;  they  also  agree  that  they  are  not 
secure  and  have  a  shorter 
the  usual  construction 
steel. 

under  scrutiny  by  many  penologist  is 
the  regional  prison  plan  which  is  exactly 
what  the  name  implies  -  a  few  smaller 
prisons  scattered  throughout  a  state  rather 
than  one  large  prison  located  in  a  central 
or  heavily  populated  area. 

One  big  advantage  to  such  a  system 
would  be  in  the  visitation  opportunities 
that  would  be  afforded  to  many  inmates.  An 
inmate  from  hypothetical  River  City  could 
be  sent  to  the  facility  nearest  to  River 
City,  and  his  family,  relatives  and  friends 
would  have  a  greater  opportunity  to  visit 
than  if  they  were  living  hundreds  of  miles 
away  from  a  centralized  institution. 

The  state  of  Michigan  is  a  pioneer  in 
this  venture.  The  Warden  at  Montana  State 
Prison,  Henry  Risley,  was  a  member  of  the 
Michigan  correctional  system  for  many  years 
so  it  was  only  natural  that  we  interview 
Risley  on  the  regional  plan.  It  v/as  his 
opinion  that  because  of  the  vast  driving 
distances  in  a  state  such  as  Montana  the 
regional  system  would  be  welcome;  by  the 
same  token  those  vast  gwographical  area 
have  sparse  population  and  the  unequal 
distribution  would  make  the  construction 
economically  unfeasible.  Construction  costs 
for  a  new  200-bed  regional  prisons  would  be 
astronomical  when  compared  with  an,  already 
expensive,  facility  built  to  house  1,000 
inmates. 

"It  is  true  that  the  state  of  Michigan 
has  many  thousands  more  inmates  than 
Montana,  "  said  Risley.  "But  it  is  equally 
true  that  Michigan  has  a  larger  and  broader 
tax  base  than  Montana.  Both  states  havbe 
agriculture   and   tourism  for  some  tax 
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3Y  OTIS  THRASHER 

Education  at  the  Montana  State  Prison 
is  gradually  becoming  a  high  priority  itme. 
More  importantly,  the  educators  are  trying 
to  fit  the  student  into  the  category  to 
which  he  belongs. 

No  longer  will  an  inmate  who  dropped 
out  of  school  after  the  sixth  grade  be  put 
into  classes  at  the  12th  grade  level.  By 
the  same  token  a  man  whose  test  scores  show 
him  to  have  12th  grade  intelligence  will 
not  be  required  to  learn  how  to  spell 
c-a-t.  Also,  the  basics  skills  of  living  in 
the  everyday  world  are  being  stressed;  how 
to  keep  a  checkbook  and  make  a  budget  for 
instance. 

Higher  education  has  not  been 
overlooked.  Some  prisons  in  the  country  are 
fortunate  in  that  they  are  located  in  a 
city,  or  near  a  town,  where  a  college  or 
junior  college  is  practically  next  door  and 
the  inmates  can  take  advantage  of  the 
facility.  At  MSP  the  inmates  who  desire 
college  credits  enroll  in  TELECOM. 

Director  of  Education  John  Jaksha 
explains. 

"3y  utilizing  the  creative  technique 
of  telecommunications  classes  to  reach  out 
to  individuals.  College  of  Great  Falls 
Telecom  has  met  educational  needs  of 
Montana  State  Prison  for  four  years. 

The  CGF  Telecom  systen  combines 
videotaped  instructions  sent  out  to  each 
site  and  weekly  teleconference  discussions 
can  also  make  up  any  missed  "on-line 
sessions"  during  a  second  conference 
scheduled  each  week  if  a  conflict  should 
arise. 

CGF  Telecom  provides  college  courses 
in  six  degree  areas:  business 
administration,  accounting,  criminal 
justice,  education  (as  well  as  educational 
certification  for  those  with  existing 
degrees),  fire  science,  human  services  and 
paralegal  studies.  Spring  Telecom  courses 


will  be  offered  January  19  through  lay  9, 
1986.  Classes  to  be  offered  include  income 
tax  accounting,  art  history,  business  law, 
statistics,  Montana  writers,  reading 
methods,  marketing,  paralegal  ethics, 
history  of  Montana,  services  for  chemically 
dependent,  microcomputer  applications  and 
managerial  accounting.  Registration  for  the 
interested  inmates  will  be  held  January  2. 
Further  details  can  be  obtained  at  the 
education  offices  in  the  administration 
building,"  Jaksha  said.  The  director 
concluded  by  saying  that  approximately  40 
inmates  had  taken  advantage  of  the  TELECOM 
courses  since  it's  inception  and  that  9 
inmates  were  currently  enrolled  along  with 
two  state  employees. 

Meanwhile  in  other  areas  of  education 
at  MSP: 

Assistant  Director  Bill  Wendland  has 
announced  that  the  following  inmates  have 
been  certified  on  at  least  one  or  more  of 
the  five  APL  (Adult  Performance  Level) 
tests:  Jeff  Wiseman,  Bruce  McEvoy  (5),  3ill 
Brown,  Robert  Martz  (3),  Allen  McHugh,  Jose 
Casares,  Robert  Biggs  (4)  James  Smith  (5), 
Jim  Thorp  (2),  Danny  Jordan,  Mike  Frazier, 
Ray  Christian  (2),  Bill  Cox.  The  five  APL 
classes  and  test  are:  Community  Resources, 
Occupational  Knowledge,  Consumer  Economics, 
Health,  Government  and  Law. 

Wendland  also  said  that  about  30 
inmates  had  received  their  GED  (General 
Educational  Development)  certificates 
during  the  calendar  year  of  1985. 
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BY  DO\TN  N'O  RUNN'ER 

For  any  group,  organization,  culture  club 
or  religious  activity  to  be  productive  or  mean- 
ingful to  its  nembers  and  the  prison  itself. 
Cooperation  and  understanding  is  an  essential 
element  required  from  the  administration.  This 
is  so  with  the  Prayer  Warriors. 

Discrimination  is  evident  in  that  when  we 
try  to  practice  our  traditional  songs.  There  is 
either  no  room  available  or  there  is  no  staff 
member  to  supervise. 

Prayer  Warriors  is  tradition-bound  in  that 
we  are  keeping  our  culture  alive  through  the 
sweatloadge,  singing  and  ceremonial  gathering. 
But  if  we  have  no  cooperation  or  understanding 
from  the  Prison  Administration  then  we  are 
rerr.ovad  from  the  traditions  passed  down  from 
our  elders. 

If  a  meeting  were  to  be  set  up  with  the 
administration  and  some  members  of  the  Prayer 
Warriors,  then  the  issues  at  hand,  which  are 
not  complex,  can  be  cleared  up.  Many  people 
have  misconceptions  of  what  the  Indian  beliefs 
are  all  about.  A  meeting  would  be  beneficial 
to  all  groups  involved. 

444444444444 


WHO  IS  WHICH' 
The  prisoner  was  recently  sent  to  the  Ohio 
Reformatory  for  Women  as  Mariyn  Tanner;  But  he  - 
she  calls  'itself  Fric  Martin  Gray.  When  he-she- 
it  arrived  at  the  prison,  officials  confiscated 
his  men's  suits,  male  underwear  and  made  him 
shave  off  his  mustache.  A  state  doctor  said  he- 
she-it  is  more  female  than  male.  But  Marilyn- 
Eric  is  determined  to  be  all-man  and  has  had  a 
hysterectomy,  removal  of  breasts,  taken  male  hor- 
mone injections,  is  taking  hormone  pills,  and 
plans  to  have  an  operation  to  construct  male 
genitals.    (Billings  Gazette) 
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BY  JOHN  W.  McDONALD,  Jr. 
PROJECT  DIR.,  SCHOOL  OF  LAW 
UNIVERSITY  OF  MONTANA 

The  Montana  Defender  Project  provides 
legal  assistance  to  inmates  at  the  Montana 
State  Prison,  Swan  River  Youth  Forest  Camp, 
and  the  Women's  Correctional  Center  in 
civil  rights  cases,  sentence  review, 
selected  post-conviction  relief  petitions 
in  the  Montana  Supreme  Court,  and  a  few 
parole  matters.  We  also  attempt  to  provide 
a  means  of  counseling  and  communication  in 
matters  on  behalf  of  clients  within  the 
prison  system.  We  do  not  provide  legal 
assistance  in  other  civil  matters  due  to 
the  limits  of  our  resources  and  the  fact 
that  this  assistance  is  to  be  provided 
through  the  Butte-Silver  Bow  Legal 
Services. 

Our  standard  policy  is  to  investigate 
and  research  all  civil  rights  complaints 
arising  from  prison  activities  where 
applications  are  filed  directly  with  the 
Montana  Defender  Project.  Due  to  the  heavy 
caseload  of  our  Project  (currently  95 
cases),  we  cannot  assist  with  pro  se  cases 
that  are  first  filed  with  the  courts 
without  applying  to  the  Montana  Defender 
Project  since  it  is  essential  that  our 
caseload  be  scheduled  for  each  intern.  Upon 
completion  of  our  fact  investigation  and 
legal  research,  we  will  assist  inmates  in 
resolving  their  problems  in  meritorious 
We  cannot  assist  with  frivolous  or 
claims  that  are  not 
the  facts  or  the  law. 
attempt  in  many  cases  to 
work  out  a  solution  to  benefit  our  clients, 
even  though  there  is  no  legal  right  to  the 
relief  sought.  We  do  not  utilize  the 
services  of  the  Montana  Defender  Project. 
The  same  procedure  is  followed  in  other 
areas,  except  that  we  do  presently  handle 
all  cases  where  assistance  is  requested  in 
sentence  review  since  each  inmate  is 
entitled  to  a  hearing  regardless  of  the 
merit  of  his  case. 

We  do  not  handle  cases  in  district 
courts  due  to  the  travel  involved, 
scheduling  and  the  fact  that  public 
defenders  are  provided  in  most  cases. 
Direct   anneals   of   convictions  to   the 


claims, 
non-meritorious 
substantiated  by 
However,   we  do 


itana  Supreme  Court 
province   of   1         lie  . 

Continuation  f  appeals  from  -.he 
Suprem  ourl  I  the  Federal  court 
are  beyond  the  scope  of  our  pr< 

Clients  can  obtain  the  services  of  the 
Montana  Defender  Project  by  filling  out  and 
mailing  the  application  form  I  is 
available  at  the  prison  library. 

Our  Project  is  designed   pri        as 
a  clinical   experience   for  our  thir  - 
law  students,  and  we  are  limited 
number  of   personnel  available,  schedul i 
and    the    resources    available    for 
representation.   Our   Project,   which 
first  implemented  in  1966,  is  designed   to 
provide   the  Law   School   with   certain 
clinical  experiences  for  students  prior 
graduation,  and  to  provide  a  service  I 
persons   incarcerated   in    the    above 
institutions. 

Thank  you  for  your  assistance  in 
having  this  information  published  in  the 
prison  newspaper  so  that  all  inmates  will 
be  aware  of  the  legal  assistance  provided 
by  the  Montana  Defender  Project. 


NEW  STYLES  IN  PRISON'S 

dollars  but  Michigan  has  a  big  edge  in  it's 
vast  industrial  complex  and  it's  resulting 
tax  revenue." 

Risley  continued,  "Another  factor  is 
familiarity  by  the  near-by  residents.  In 
Michigan  towns  and  cities  that  have  had 
prisons  in  their  vicinity  over  the  years, 
the  citizens  display  no  objection  to  a  new 
institution  being  built.  But,  should  the 
department  of  corrections  suggest  that  a 
facility  be  built  in  or  near  a  town  that 
has  had  no  experience  with  a  prison,  the 
idea  is  stone-walled  from  the  outset.  As  I 
understand  it,  the  same  thing  happened  here 
in  Montana  when  it  wa  proposed  the  the  Air 
Force  Radar  Base  at  Lakeside  on  Flathead 
lake  be  converted  into  a  minimum  or  medium 
facility;  the  citizens  rose  up  in  arms." 

With  the  new  construction  underway  at 
Deer  Lodge,  it  is  very  doubtful  if  modular 
or  regional  prisons  are  in  sight  for  the 
near  future.  There  is  a  sixth  type  of  unit 
that  might  be  considered  for  the  future: 
the  non-prison. 
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BY  DAN  HAND 

The  fighters  of  Montana  State  Prison 
got  into  full  swing  with  a  Boxing  Smoker 
conducted  in  the  old  gym  Dec.  1st. 
Competition  for  the  MSP  boxers  was 
furnished  by  pugilists  from  the  Swan  River 
Boxing  Club  (SR3C)  and  the  Deer  Lodge 
Boxing  Club  (DLBC).  Results  of  the  11 
matches  are  as  follows: 

1)  R.  Meissner  (MSP)  over  T.  Peltier 
(DLBC)  by  Decision. 

2)  B.  Wallace  (SRBC)  over  E.  Byers 
(MSP)  RSC  Round  2. 

3)  E.  Jefferson  (MSP)  over  R.  Parker 
(MSP)  by  Retirement. 

4)  D.  Gladue  (MSP)  over  J.  Bruno 
(SRBC)  RSC  Round  2. 

5)  S.  Bullshields  (MSP)  over  J. 
McElderry  (DLBC)  by  Decision. 

6)  D.  Byrnes  (MSP)  over  P.  Sandcrane 
(MSP)  by  Decision. 

7)  K.  Ray  (MSP)  over  B.  Peltier  (DLBC) 
by  Decision. 

8)  R.  Downard  (DLBC)  over  J.  Skenador 
(DLBC)  by  Retirement. 

9)  E.  Lockwood  (MSP)  over  R.  McElderry 
(DLBC)  RSC  Round  1. 

10)  F.  Red  Thunder  (MSP)  over  T. 
Rodrigues  (SRBC)  by  Decision. 

11)  R.  Loring  (MSP)  over  J.  LaTray 
(SR3C)  by  Decision. 

Referee  for  the  Smoker  was  Gary  Radi, 
Judges  were  A.  Weinberger,  K.  Standberg,  B. 
Gonyea,  B.  Solle.  Time-keepers  were  V. 
Harrod  and  B.  Rahier.  The  coaches  and 
trainers  were  Don  Guizzo  of  SRBC;  Lenny 
Rundle  and  Harold  LaTray  of  DLBC;  Paul 
Bad  Horse,  Gus  Gardner,  Merle  Left  Hand 
Bull  and  Joby  LaPier  of  MSP. 

A  seminar  for  boxers,  coaches,  judges 
and  referees  was  conducted  recently  at  the 
MSP  rec.  hall.  It  was  put  on  by  Lyle 
Aklestad,  officials  chairman  of  the  Montana 
Boxing  Federation.  Among  those  attending 
from  the  population  were  G.  Gardner,  A. 
Mahseelah,  M.  Left  Hand  Bull,  M.  Mitchell, 
M.  Shurtliff,  D.  Curly,  R.  Rahier,  K. 
Strandberg,  D.  Radi,  H.  LaPier,  C.  Small, 
R.  Loring,  P.  Badhorse,  B.  Gonyea,  D. 
Bricks,  E.  Byers,  G.  Radi,  V.  Harrod  and  A. 
Weinberger. 


BY  DAN  HAND 

On  November  23,  the  MSP  Barbell  Club 
sponsored  a  Power-Lift  with  good  scores 
being  registered  in  all  weight  divisions  in 
the  exhibition. 

Below  are  the  results  with  the  weight 
division  first,  the  contestants  name,  Squat 
score,  Bench  Press  score,  Dead  Lift  score 
and  Total  score. 


585. 


610. 


114-under;  1,  V.  Techo,  155,  145,  285, 
115-165;  1,  C.  Bacon,  155,   165,   290, 


166-181;  1,  G.  Carpenter,  275,  290, 
445,  1010;  2,  L.  Howard,  325,  265,  400, 
990;   3,   D.  No  Runner,  280,  250  410,  940; 

182-198;  1,  J.  Griffin,  365,  335,  500, 
1200;  2,  J.  Muniz,  275,  230,  325,  830. 

199-220;  1,  M.  Barnett,  370,  315,  520, 
1205;  2,  W.  Williams,  330,  285,  500,  1115. 
3,  Vandebogart,  225,  200,  350,  775. 

221-Hvy.;  1,  R.  Butler,  365,  315,  500, 
1180;  2,  M.  Boston,  305,  300,  400,  1005;  3, 
K.  Anderson,  275,  200,  400,  875. 

Hvy;  1,  B.  Thody,  400,  265,  450,  1110. 

Judges  for  the  meet  were  P.  Sandcrane, 
T.  Hernandez  and  Lt.  McCarthy.  Spotters 
were  M.  Kent,  B.  Beach,  J.  Warren,  K. 
Graham. 

Medals  went  to  all  the  placers. 
McCarthy  expressed  his  thanks  to  all  the 
competitors  and  those  who  worked  the  meet. 

JUDGING  SQUAT  DEPTH 

DIAGRAM  a 


-SL 


mr 


A..B:  An  imaginary  line  drawn  parallel  to  the 
platform,  resting  on  'the  top  of  the  knees'. 
C:  'the  surface  of  the  legs  at  the  hip  joint' 
D:  'the  tops  of  the  knees'. 

Diagram  4  shows  a  lifter  just  below  parallel 
-  a  legal  lift. 
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BY  RON  SZFROKMAN 


The  Killer  5hows  Mo  Remorse 


The  killer  shows  no  remorse.  In  how  many 
newspaper  stories  have  we  seen  this  sentence 
in  it's  equivalent?  We  are  expected  to  he  sur- 
prised that  the  perpetrator  of  a  brutal  crime 
is  not  immediately  overcome  with  shame  and 
repentence. 

But  in  the  modern  age,  in  our  society,  the 
shame  lies  in  being  caught,  in  going  to  jail, 
in  failing.  Most  criminals  regret  they  were 
caught,  and  they  resolve  not  to  ever  get  caught 
again. 

The  emotion  of  remorse  belongs  to  the  con- 
science, and  conxcience  isn't  an  automatic 
■nechanism  within  the  human  mind.  It  must  be 
built  in,  carefully  and  patiently,  during  the 
early  years. 

We  live  in  a  success-oriented  society.  Our 
criterion  is  "getting  away  with  it,"  and  we 
respect  the  man  who  gets  away  with  it  if  his 
loot  is  large  enough.  17 e  despise  petty  criminals 
■not  so  much  because  they  are  criminals  but  be- 
cause they  are  petty. 

Children  grow  up  not  listening  to  what  we 
say,  but  watching  what  we  do.  Their  conscience 
is  shaped  by  our  conduct.  If  they  see  that  the 
law  can  be  twisted  out  of  shape  by  those  with 
the  right  connections  and  the  power  to  do  so, 
then  they  want  connections  and  power. 

Why  does  the  automobile  mean  so  much  to 
jboys  as  young  as  14  and  15  years  old?  Because 
it  means  so  much  to  their  fathers.  Because  it 
has  become  a  deep  emotional  symbol  of  status 
and  independence.  This  is  why,  by  far,  most 
car  thefts  are  committed  by  boys  to  young  to 
vote. 

Why  are  the  most  abominable  sex  crimes 
[perpetrated  by  youngsters  who  in  our  fathers 
time  wouldn't  do  more  than  wreck  a  fence  on 
Halloween?  Because  sex,  along  with  success, 
has  become  a  mainspring  of  our  social  order; 
because  most  of  the  material  goods  advertised 
in  American  life  are  keyed  to  the  seductive 
lips,  the  soaring  breasts  and  the  shapely  leg. 

It's  not  enough  to  blame  "the  parents" 
for  the  delinquencies  of  their  children.  The 
parents,  too,  are  victims  of  our  seductive 
drive  for  profit  and  pleasure  as  final  goals 
i in  themselves.  In  a  real  sense,  all  of  us  are 
"the  parents"  of  all  young  children  — 
(because  we  help  shape  the  culture  and  determine 
its  values. 

Young  people  learn  from  everyone  around 
Ithem.  Family  influence  has  declined  as  tech- 
jnology  brings  more  things  into  the  home  and 
and  takes  the  children  out  of  the  home. 


They  are  exposed  to  a  hundred  influent 
unknown  or  unobtainable  a  few  generations 
ago.  They  are  exposed  to  everything  except 
that  old-fashioned  notion  of  "conscience". 
So  why  should  the  killer  show  remorse? 

(Editor's  Note:  Ron  Szerokman  is  a  former 
inmate  at  the  Montana  State  Prison.  He  is 
currently  serving  time  in  Florence,  Arizona.; 


iiit  nn  Mil  in 


PAGE    20 


REPORTING     STAFF 

OTIS  THRASHER     EDITOR 

BILL  LEININGER   REPORTER 

KEVIN  MURPHY        LAW  COLUMN 

LEN  STANG              REPORTER 

DAN  HAND                LAYOUT 

^,  ^  -l.  j-  *  ***  ^f  ^  •*-  ^  «*-  *v  «■•*  M*  «a.  .t.  ^t.  a*  j*  a-  »u  .j.  »l-  ..•*.  *i»  a*  a»  a.  »i*  »v  u.  j,  ..t*  .■,  .v  >i.  «i.  <i>  a-  ..•.  .i»  .1,  »t.  .t, 

CONTRIBTORS 


DONN    NO    RUNNER 
RON    SZEROKMAN 
ROGER    CLAWSON 

•t><V>l>>k>l'>l»l»t.il,>l<  ,1.  .1,  .1,  ,1.  ,0  .t.  .1.  »A.  Oj  J,  .1,  »l»  «'.  0»  ,'..  .U  J>Jj.<>0.^.  .'.»•»  .L,  .1,  J..LJ.  .1,  -t 1-  .1 ■--!- 

TT'P'l"P1,,)"ri"r'(,1,1"l,TT1"PT1"^'r'l"P'l"?1'TV'rT1"l»1'V'i'V  -.-  t-  *i"i;  *r  *  r~  -1' 


SPONSORS 


DAVE  BEATTY 
SANDRA  HEATON 
JOHN  JAKSHA 


LIBRARIAN 

ASSO.  WARDEN  TREA. 

ED.  DIRECTOR 


ONE  YEAR  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  SIBERIAN  EXPRESS 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


The  Siberian  Express  is  published  six 
times  per  year  and  distributed  free  to 
prisoners  of  the  Montana  State  Prison.  If 
you  are  interested  in  subscribing  to  the 
Siberian  Express  you  may  do  so  at  the 
following  rate: 

6  Months $1. 50 

12  Months S3. 00 
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